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DENNIS UNION CHURCH, UCC 
an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

 

     
Sixth Sunday in Lent       Palm Sunday                     April 2, 2023 

In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, charity. (Early disciples’ motto, attributed to Rupertus Melonius) 
 

Bells Toll the Hour 
 

Prelude            “Psalm XIX”                 Benedetto Marcello 
Bette Anne Crowell, piano  Maggie Bossi, organ   

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Moment of Silence 
 

Call to Worship                   Adapted from Luke 19: 28-40, Phil. 3:10                                                              

Cry out, people of faith; rejoice and praise God! 

If we did not sing praise, the very stones would cry out! 
Cry out, people of faith,  
for your Savior draws near to Jerusalem. 
Hosanna!  God Saves! 
Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name. 
Blessed is Jesus Christ,  
who did not turn back for fear of the cross.   
Praising the God who loves us,  
Let us share Christ’s sufferings 
and face our path of faith with courage and hope. 
Hosanna!   
Hosanna! Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name. 
 

*Hymn #155    “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”     Red Hymnal 

All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King,  
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring!  
The people of the  Hebrews with palms before thee went;  
our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present. 
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Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal son,  
who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One;  
to thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise;  
to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 
 

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring,  
who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.   
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer, King,  
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring!  
 

Invocation 

God of infinite power, we praise you for Jesus Christ, who came riding into the city 
of Jerusalem on a lowly beast, victorious through love and not through violence.  
Help us to learn the meaning of power and of glory through Christ, who through 
being one with you, took on the form of a servant and shared our human life  
and suffering.  May we participate in the life and struggles of the world’s peoples 
by your grace and to your glory.  Amen. 
 

Receiving of New Members     Laurie & Steve Higgins 
 

*Congregational Welcome                     Judy Mereschuk, Board of Deacons 

We welcome you with joy into the common life of this church.  We promise you 
our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of 
Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in 
God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of that love in the world. 

 

Call to Confession 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer of Confession 
God of mercy, your command to love one another across all differences opens us 
to new horizons, yet we often respond with fear and judgment that hinders your 
goal for humanity.  Forgive our sins, we pray and give us a true repentance that 
leads to life for all creation.  We pray in the way of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer 
 

Assurance of Grace 
God’s promises are trustworthy and true; your sins are forgiven.   
Thanks be to God.  May we be at peace to serve the Lord  
and may we always be known by our love. 

 

Gospel Lesson       Matthew 21: 1-17  
 

Homily          
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*Hymn #157   “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”       Red Hymnal  

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 
 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  
never shall the cross forsake me:  Lo! It glows with peace and joy. 
 

When the sun of bliss is beaming light and love upon my way,  
from the cross the radiance streaming adds more luster to the day. 
 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, by the cross are sanctified;  
peace is there that knows no measure, joys that through all time abide. 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory, towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story gathers round its head sublime. 

 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

Invitation to The Lord’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right and good to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus 
Holy, holy, holy.  My heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart knows how to say to you:   Holy are you, Lord. 
 

Words of Institution and Blessing of Elements 
 

Choral Response      

The gifts of God for the people of God!  Come now, for all is prepared! 
The gifts of God for the people of God!  The Gospel is among us. 
 

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Please hold each element so we can partake together as a congregation. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                           

Gracious and loving God, you have made us one in the body of Christ,  
and nourished us at your table with holy food and drink.  Now send us forth to be 
your people in the world.  Grant us strength to persevere in resisting evil, and to 
proclaim in all we say and do your Good News in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Offerings of the People 
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Offertory Anthem         “The Holy City”      Weatherly / Adams 
 

Joys and Concerns of the Community 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
+Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory forever.  Amen.            (+Our Father/O Holy One) 
 

*Hymn #108    “Lift High the Cross”            Verses 1.2 & 4  Blue Hymnal  

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,  
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  The hosts of God in unity combine. 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,  
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

Each newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of Christ who died. 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,  
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

So shall our song of triumph ever be: praise to the crucified for victory. 
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,  
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

*Sending Forth 

The Spirit of God is upon us. 
God has anointed us to bear good news to the afflicted  
and to bind up the broken hearted 
To proclaim freedom to the captives. 
To open the prisons of those who are bound. 

 

Before we leave this time of worship let us greet one another with the peace of Jesus the 
Christ, who seeks peace in broken relationships, who seeks healing in 
alienated persons, who seeks justice in oppressive structures.   
Let us share in this shalom with one another.  
May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. (Please turn and acknowledge those around you.) 

 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude    “I Love You, Lord”              Laurie Klein  
 

The Prelude and Postlude this morning reflect the arc of the Palm Sunday service:   
from joyous to reflective, as we begin Holy Week. 
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*Those who can easily do so may stand.  Music for the service today reproduced with permission: One License 

#8-730116.  Portions of our liturgy are from Feasting on the Word: Lenten  Companion, Bartlett, Brown 
Taylor and Bracken Long, editors and Touch Holiness by Duck and Tirabassi. 

 
We are glad you have joined us today for worship, for we are the church whether we are 

gathered or scattered. Please feel free to contact the church at 508-385-3543 if you have any 
concerns, prayer requests, or desire a pastoral call. 

 

    
 

Deacon of the Day:  Alex Scopeletis 

Ushers:  Judy Chesley, Linda Gillespie, Barbara Lussier 

Greeters:  Judy & Peter Berrien, Dottie & Renny Damon, Paula & Simon Bookout 
 

Flowers are given today by Ann Marie Gavin “In loving memory of my husband Steve” 
 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

Maundy Thursday Service April 6 at 7 pm 
 

On Good Friday the sanctuary will be open 11am to 1 pm for silent prayer and meditation. 
 

Easter Sunday April 9 

Sunrise service at 6 am  (sunrise is 6:11) 

Traditional Service at 10 am 

 

 
 

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt after worship  

Easter Sunday on the Green. 

           

 
 
 

“Missa Gaia”(Earth Mass) will be presented on Saturday, May 6 at 4 pm in the 
sanctuary with all DUC choirs, musicians and creative visual elements.   

We are expecting a full house!   
 

To ensure our sanctuary capacity is not exceeded, reservations for seating  
will be taken in the church office beginning Monday, April 2.  
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Dennis Union Church Open and Affirming Covenant of Welcome 
 

Believing that everyone is a child of God, it is with joy, and in the love of Christ, that we welcome all 
persons into the full life, ministry and mission of Dennis Union Church. We choose not to turn away 

anyone whom Christ would welcome. We affirm the dignity and worth of every person including, but 
not limited to, people of every race, ethnicity, age, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual 

orientation, physical or mental ability, family structure or economic circumstance. We celebrate God’s 
creative love shown in the wide diversity of humanity and the unique gifts each of us brings to the 

world. It is our intention to love one another as Christ has loved us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dennis Union Church 

713 Main Street (Route 6A at Old Bass River Rd.)    

Dennis, Massachusetts 02638 

508-385-3543 www.duchurch.org 
 

Ministers: All the people 
Pastor:  Rev.  Nancy S. McHugh 

Director of Music:  Margaret Bossi 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Cindy Fiscus 

Finance Secretaries:  Peter Berrien and Elise Gordon 
Office Administrator:  Jane B. Wilson 

Sexton:  Dave Crocker 
Crib Room Attendant:  Victoria Krukowski 

 

http://www.duchurch.org/

