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DENNIS UNION CHURCH, UCC 

an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ  

 
 

Second Sunday in Lent                                  March 5, 2023 
In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, charity. (Early disciples’ motto, attributed to Rupertus Meldenius) 

 

Bells Toll the Hour 
 

Prelude     “Adoration”            Florence B. Price  
  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Silence 
 

Call to Worship  

For the living of these days, 
let us heed the prompting of the spirit. 
Let us imagine new possibilities, 
let us lift up our hearts with renewed songs. 
Let us worship God with joy and thanksgiving. 

 

*Hymn # 7  “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” 

When in our music God is glorified, and adoration leaves no room for pride,  
it is as though the whole creation cried, “Alleluia!” 
 

How often, making music, we have found a new dimension in the world of sound,  
as worship moved us to a more profound “Alleluia!” 
 

So has the church, in liturgy and song, in faith and love, through centuries of wrong, 
borne witness to the truth in every tongue: “Alleluia!” 
 

And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night when utmost evil strove against the Light? 
Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight: “Alleluia!” 
 

Let every instrument be tuned for praise! Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise! 
And may God give us faith to sing always: “Alleluia!” 

 

*Invocation 
Touch us, O God, through the ministry of melody, through the sounds and senses 
of song, through the wordless wonder which fills our souls with heaven, through 
the spirit which teases our feet to dance and causes our hearts to over flow, that 
we might be absorbed in the mystery and magic of music, and that in this moment 
of oneness our lives will be bonded to each other and to you.  Amen. 

 

Word for the Young 
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Call to Confession 

Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, we gather in this place to worship you in word, song and silence. 
We come with a desire to “feel better” about ourselves, our family, friends  
and the world around us, yet you challenge us to be honest first so that healing 
and hope can follow.  Help us to be truthful about the ways we try to live life 
without you, the ways we turn from our siblings in need and those who we have 
hurt or ignored.  Forgive our fear and cowardice that we might rise up and work 
for the well-being of all and not just ourselves.  Forgive us when we defend the 
indefensible or turn a blind eye.  Help us to make peace with our vulnerability 
and trust that you companion us on life’s journey.  
 

Assurance of Grace 

God’s grace is offered to us with each new morning  
while urging us to try again. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen.    

 

Anthem    “Due Glory”          Braxton D. Shelley 
 

Scripture Reading    2 Chronicles 20:14-22  
 

Homily             
 

*Hymn #627    “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 

I want Jesus to walk with me.  I want Jesus to walk with me.   
All along my pilgrim journey, O, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me. In my trials, Lords, walk with me.   
When my heart is almost breaking, O, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

When I’m troubled, Lord, walk with me.  When I’m troubled, Lord, walk with me.  
When my head is bowed in sorrow, O, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

Call for the Offering 
 

Offertory    “Shine On Me”       arr. Rollo Dillworth 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
+Creator God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen.                  (+Our Father/O Holy One) 
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*Hymn # 16   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;  
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.  
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 

Here I raise to thee an altar; hither by thy help I’m come;  
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;  
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.   
Prone to wander, how I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;  
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
 

*Sending Forth 

The Spirit of God is upon us. 
God has anointed us to bear good news to the afflicted  
and to bind up the broken hearted 
To proclaim freedom to the captives. 
To open the prisons of those who are bound. 
 

Before we leave this time of worship let us greet one another with the peace of Jesus the 
Christ, who seeks peace in broken relationships, who seeks healing in 
alienated persons, who seeks justice in oppressive structures.   
Let us share in this shalom with one another. 
 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. (Please turn and acknowledge those around you). 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude    “Fix Me, Jesus”         arr. Marianne Kim 
                

*Those who can easily do so may stand.     
Music for the service today reproduced with permission: One License #8-730116.   
Portions of our liturgy come from Touch Holiness by Duck and Tirabassi. 

 
We are glad you have joined us today for worship, for we are the church whether we are 

gathered or scattered. Please feel free to contact the church at 508-385-3543 if you have any 
concerns, prayer requests, or desire a pastoral call. 

 

    
 

Deacon of the Day:  Priscilla Hutchinson 

Ushers:  Dennis & Patti Goyette, Judy Chesley 

Greeters:  Karen Mutti, Betty Boothe, Elise & Jeff Gordon,  Jeff & Judy Mereschuk 
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Flowers are given today by Nancy & Skip Walsh “In memory of Baxter and Bailey” 

 

We welcome Rev. Dr. Braxton D. Shelley as our guest preacher today.   

Rev. Dr. Shelley is a tenured associate professor of music, of sacred music,  

and of divinity in the Department of Music, the Institute of Sacred Music,  

and Yale’s Divinity School.  
      

 
 

OUR LENTEN WREATH 

Each year during lent we use a wreath and candles to symbolize moving with Jesus toward 
Jerusalem.  With each passing week, we have one less candle lit and a little more 
darkness.  With the arrival of Good Friday, the Christ candle is removed and we wait in silence 
for the coming of Easter morning and the dawn of good news, “Christ has risen”.  We invite you 
to take time before worship each Sunday to ponder your Lenten journey to the cross. 

 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT AT DUC 

Adult Study: Understanding Racism 101 
Wednesday mornings, March 8,15,22 and 29 from 9 – 10 a.m. 

 

Prayer and Meditation Service for Ukraine Sunday March 26 at 5 pm 
 

Maundy Thursday Service April 6 at 7pm 
 

On Good Friday the sanctuary will be open for silent prayer and meditation. 
 

Easter Sunday April 9 
Sunrise service at 6 a.m.  (sunrise is 6:11) 

Traditional Service at 10 a.m. 
           

 

 
 

DUC MEMORIAL FUND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
 

Dennis Union Church Memorial Scholarships are available for graduating high school 
students who will be continuing their education. 

 

Applications are available in the church office and online at www.duchurch.org .  
The completed application should be sent to the Dennis Union Church Office,  

attention Memorial Committee. 
 

The submission date is March 15, 2023. 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.duchurch.org/
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Dennis Union Church Open and Affirming Covenant of Welcome 
 

Believing that everyone is a child of God, it is with joy, and in the love of Christ, that we welcome all persons 
into the full life, ministry and mission of Dennis Union Church. We choose not to turn away anyone whom 

Christ would welcome. We affirm the dignity and worth of every person including, but not limited to, people 
of every race, ethnicity, age, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, physical or mental 

ability, family structure or economic circumstance. We celebrate God’s creative love shown in the wide 
diversity of humanity and the unique gifts each of us brings to the world. It is our intention to love one 

another as Christ has loved us 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dennis Union Church 

713 Main Street (Route 6A at Old Bass River Rd.)    

Dennis, Massachusetts 02638 

508-385-3543 www.duchurch.org 
 

Ministers: All the people 
Pastor:  Rev.  Nancy S. McHugh 

Director of Music:  Margaret Bossi 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Cindy Fiscus 

Finance Secretaries:  Peter Berrien and Elise Gordon 
Office Administrator:  Jane B. Wilson 

Sexton:  Dave Crocker 
Crib Room Attendant:  Victoria Krukowski 

http://www.duchurch.org/

