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DENNIS UNION CHURCH, UCC 

an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ  

 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent                                           March 26, 2023 
In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, charity. (Early disciples’ motto, attributed to Rupertus Meldenius) 

 

Bells Toll the Hour 
 

Prelude   “Deck Thyself, My Soul, With Gladness”           arr. Mazzatenta  
  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Silence 
 

Call to Worship  

Siblings in Christ, as we gather in the welcome of God’s love, 
As we gather in the joy of our unity in Christ,  
as we gather in the power of the Spirit,  
let us listen for the voice of God. 
Let us worship God, who has spoken and still speaks to those who attend to the roar  
or to the whisper of the Holy One.  Amen. 

 

*Hymn #110    “You Servants of God” 

You servants of God, your Savior proclaim, and publish abroad  
that wonderful name:  the name, all victorious, of Jesus extol;  
who, sovereign and glorious, now rules over all. 
 

God’s truth reaches high, almighty to save, and yet remains nigh:   
God’s presence we have. The great congregation God’s triumphs shall praise, 
ascribing salvataion to Jesus always. 
 

Salvation to God who sits on the throne! Let all cry aloud  
for what God has done. The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim;  
still veiling their faces, they worship the Lamb. 
 

Then let us adore and render God’s right, all glory and power,  
all wisdom and might, all honor and blessing with angels above,  
and thanks never ceasing and infinite love. 

 

*Invocation 

O Holy One, present with all human beings: Help us to know you in the hungry, 
the stranger, the ill, and the prisoner, that our souls may be fed with the fruits  
of justice, our hearts made glad with healing and hospitality, and our feet set  
to dancing with the freedom of your Spirit alive in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

 
Invitation and Introduction: Grayson Madeline Burney 
    

Questions to the Community 
 

Questions to the Candidate 
 

Prayer over the Water and Act of Baptism 
 

Baptism Prayer 
 

Welcome by the Congregation           “Loving Spirit”                           Hymn #244 Verses 1 & 4 

Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, you have chosen me to be –  
you have drawn me to your wonder, you have set your sign on me. 
 

Friend and lover, in your closeness I am known and held and blessed:   
in your promise is my comfort, in your presence I may rest. 

 

Gospel Lesson    Matthew 25: 31-46     
 

Homily     
 

*Hymn #487   “Help Us Accept Each Other”                                     Verses 1, 2 & 4 

Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us;  
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace.  
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe  
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 
 

Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life  
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith.  
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some,  
to love them as we find them or as they may become. 
 

Lord, for today’s encournters with all who are in need,  
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread,  
we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on;  
renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one! 

 

Offerings of the People 
 

Offertory   “Jesus Walked This Lonely Valley”      arr. Wagner  
 

Joys and Concerns of the Community 
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Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
+Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen.                  (+Our Creator/O Holy One) 

 

*Hymn #431   “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone;  
waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own;  
in my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever,  
go, my children, with my blessing you are my own. 
 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure,  
here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure;  
here you heard my Son’s dear story, here you touched him, saw his glory,  
go, my children, sins forgiven at peace and pure. 
 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me;  
grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.   
Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here his tender comfort stilled you;  
go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

 

*Sending Forth 

The Spirit of God is upon us. 
God has anointed us to bear good news to the afflicted  
and to bind up the broken hearted 
To proclaim freedom to the captives. 
To open the prisons of those who are bound. 
 

Before we leave this time of worship let us greet one another with the peace of Jesus the 
Christ, who seeks peace in broken relationships, who seeks healing in 
alienated persons, who seeks justice in oppressive structures.   
Let us share in this shalom with one another. 
 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. (Please turn and acknowledge those around you). 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude     “Repton”     arr. Charles Callahan 
                
*Those who can easily do so may stand.     
Music for the service today reproduced with permission: One License #8-730116.   
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We are glad you have joined us today for worship, for we are the church whether we are 
gathered or scattered. Please feel free to contact the church at 508-385-3543 if you have any 

concerns, prayer requests, or desire a pastoral call. 
 

    
 

Deacon of the Day:  Joe Hesse 

Ushers:  Nancy & Ralph Aceti, Carlene Brown 

Greeters:  Dottie & Renny Damon, Jeff Gordon, Peter Berrien, Ann & Lloyd Swaim 
 

Flowers are given today by Cal & Karen Mutti “In loving memory of our parents, Karen’s brother 
Bob Coppersmith, Cal’s sister Pauline and her husband Bill, and Cal’s brother Vernon” 

 

COMMUNITY-WIDE SERVICE FOR UKRAINE 

TODAY at 5 pm 
 

As the people of Ukraine move into the second year of defending their right to be a nation 
and war ravages their homes, land and people, Dennis Union Church invites the wider 

community to join us in a candlelight service of prayer, music and meditation as a way to lift 
up the needs and to support the people of Ukraine in this desperate time. 

 
A collection will be made to the United Church of Christ emergency relief  

with funds channeled to direct services for people in Ukraine. We invite you to join us for a 
wide variety of music, time for meditation, prayers and readings. 

        

 

Orders for Easter lilies and other spring flowers in memory of  
or in honor of loved ones will be taken  

during Fellowship Hour today and April 2.   
  

Dedications will be listed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday  
and plants may be picked up after the 10 am service that day. 
           

 

THE SEASON OF LENT AT DUC 

Adult Study: Understanding Racism 101 

Wednesday morning, March 29 from 9 – 10:15 am 
 

 

Maundy Thursday Service April 6 at 7pm 
 

On Good Friday the sanctuary will be open for silent prayer and meditation. 
 

Easter Sunday April 9 

Sunrise service at 6 am  (sunrise is 6:11) 

Traditional Service at 10 am 
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Dennis Union Church Open and Affirming Covenant of Welcome 
 

Believing that everyone is a child of God, it is with joy, and in the love of Christ, that we welcome all persons 
into the full life, ministry and mission of Dennis Union Church. We choose not to turn away anyone whom 

Christ would welcome. We affirm the dignity and worth of every person including, but not limited to, people 
of every race, ethnicity, age, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, physical or mental 

ability, family structure or economic circumstance. We celebrate God’s creative love shown in the wide 
diversity of humanity and the unique gifts each of us brings to the world. It is our intention to love one 

another as Christ has loved us 

 
 

 
 

Dennis Union Church 

713 Main Street (Route 6A at Old Bass River Rd.)    

Dennis, Massachusetts 02638 

508-385-3543 www.duchurch.org 
 

Ministers: All the people 
Pastor:  Rev.  Nancy S. McHugh 

Director of Music:  Margaret Bossi 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Cindy Fiscus 

Finance Secretaries:  Peter Berrien and Elise Gordon 
Office Administrator:  Jane B. Wilson 

Sexton:  Dave Crocker 
Crib Room Attendant:  Victoria Krukowski 

http://www.duchurch.org/

