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DENNIS UNION CHURCH, UCC 

an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ  

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent                                           March 19, 2023 
In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, charity. (Early disciples’ motto, attributed to Rupertus Meldenius) 

 

Bells Toll the Hour 
 

Prelude     “Largo”             Longhetti  
  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Silence 
 

Call to Worship  

Come if you have a weak faith. 
Come if you are convinced in the strength of your convictions. 
Come so that you might be strengthened and challenged. 
Lead us into life, O God! 
Come if you are chased by the demands of others. 
Come if you feel threatened by loss of security. 
Come so that you might be strengthened and challenged. 
Lead us into life, O God! 
Come if you need forgiveness. 
Come if you need strength to forgive others. 
Come so that you might be strengthened and challenged. 
Lead us into life, O God! 

 

*Hymn #15         “Rejoice, You Pure in Heart”    

Rejoice, you pure in heart; lift praises to the sky;  
your festive banner wave with joy, the cross of Christ raise high!   
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 
 

Bright youth and snow-crowned age, strong souls and spirits meek,  
raise high your free, exulting song, God’s wondrous praises speak.  
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 
 

With voice as full and strong as ocean’s surging praise,  
send forth the hymns the saints have loved, the psalms of ancient days.   
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 
 

Yes, on through life’s long path, still singing as you go,  
from youth to age, by night and day, in gladness and in woe.  
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 
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Praise God who rules all worlds; the risen Christ adore.  
Praise God the Spirit, Holy Fire, one God forevermore!  
Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks and sing. 

 

*Invocation 

God, we need peace – so we come for quiet. 
We need joy – so we come for singing. 
We need to let things go- so we come for forgiveness. 
We need hope – so we come for scripture and community. 
We come this morning from our own agendas – help us to leave with the blessings  
we long for and your unexpected gifts.  Amen. 

 

Word for the Young 
 

Call to Confession 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Forgiving and merciful God, we confess our lack of love.  We do not love  
ourselves nor our neighbors.  We pass by suffering and misfortune because  
of fear or busyness or preoccupation.  We hold prejudices against people  
as deep as those against the Samaritans.  Heal our pains, amend our faults  
and guide us into dangerous compassion, for we pray in the name of Jesus,  
our most beloved neighbor, who cared for us even to the cross.   

 

Silent Reflection 
 

Assurance of Grace 

God is merciful and gracious, offering forgiveness freely and willingly.   
All that we regret shrinks in importance – all that we hope blossoms and grows. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Gospel Lesson      Matthew 20: 21-35  
 

Homily     “Mindful Choices”          
 

*Hymn #565   “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You”     Verses 1 & 2 

If you will trust in God to guide you, and hope in God through all your ways,  
God will give strength, whate’re betide you, and bear you through the evil days. 
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love builds on the rock that will not move. 
 

God will embrace your pain and weeping, your helpless anger and distress.   
If you are in God’s care and keeping, in sorrow will God love you less?   
For Christ, who took for you a cross, will bring you safe through every loss.   
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Offerings of the People 
 

Offertory     
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
+O Holy One, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen.                  (+Our Creator/Our Father) 

 

*Hymn #439   “God, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 

God, dismiss us with your blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace;  
let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace.   
O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 
 

Thanks we give and adoration for your gospel’s joyful sound.   
May the fruits of your salvation in our hearts and lives abound;  
ever faithful, ever faithful to the truth may we be found. 
 

*Sending Forth 

The Spirit of God is upon us. 
God has anointed us to bear good news to the afflicted  
and to bind up the broken hearted 
To proclaim freedom to the captives. 
To open the prisons of those who are bound. 
 

Before we leave this time of worship let us greet one another with the peace of Jesus the 
Christ, who seeks peace in broken relationships, who seeks healing in 
alienated persons, who seeks justice in oppressive structures.   
Let us share in this shalom with one another. 
 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. (Please turn and acknowledge those around you). 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude     “Slane”        Young 
         (Based on a traditional Irish melody) 
                

*Those who can easily do so may stand.   Portions of our liturgy this morning are from Touch Holiness by Duck 
and Tirabassi, editors.  Music for the service today reproduced with permission: One License #8-730116.   
 

 

We are glad you have joined us today for worship, for we are the church whether we are 
gathered or scattered. Please feel free to contact the church at 508-385-3543 if you have any 

concerns, prayer requests, or desire a pastoral call. 
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Deacon of the Day:  Allan Fisk 

Ushers:  Lloyd & Ann Swaim, Dennis Goyette 

Greeters:  Karen Mutti, Betty Boothe, Linda Hildebrant, Judy Berrien, Darlene Fisk 
 

Flowers are given today by Phyllis Horton “In loving memory of Joshua Crowell” 
 

 

COMMUNITY-WIDE SERVICE FOR UKRAINE 

Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 5 pm 
 

As the people of Ukraine move into the second year of defending their right to be a nation 
and war ravages their homes, land and people, Dennis Union Church invites the wider 

community to join us in a candlelight service of prayer, music and meditation as a way to lift 
up the needs and to support the people of Ukraine in this desperate time. 

 
A collection will be made to the United Church of Christ emergency relief  

with funds channeled to direct services for people in Ukraine. 
 

We invite you to join us for a wide variety of music,  
time for meditation, prayers and readings. 

        

 
Orders for Easter lilies and other spring flowers in memory of  

or in honor of loved ones will be taken  
during Fellowship Hour on March 26 and April 2.   

  

Dedications will be listed in the bulletin on Easter Sunday  
and plants may be picked up after the 10 am service that day. 

 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT AT DUC 

Adult Study: Understanding Racism 101 

Wednesday mornings, March 22 and 29 from 9 – 10:15 am 
 

Prayer and Meditation Service for Ukraine Sunday, March 26 at 5 pm 
 

Maundy Thursday Service April 6 at 7pm 
 

On Good Friday the sanctuary will be open for silent prayer and meditation. 
 

Easter Sunday April 9 

Sunrise service at 6 am  (sunrise is 6:11) 

Traditional Service at 10 am 
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Dennis Union Church Open and Affirming Covenant of Welcome 

 

Believing that everyone is a child of God, it is with joy, and in the love of Christ, that we welcome all persons 
into the full life, ministry and mission of Dennis Union Church. We choose not to turn away anyone whom 

Christ would welcome. We affirm the dignity and worth of every person including, but not limited to, people 
of every race, ethnicity, age, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, physical or mental 

ability, family structure or economic circumstance. We celebrate God’s creative love shown in the wide 
diversity of humanity and the unique gifts each of us brings to the world. It is our intention to love one 

another as Christ has loved us 

 
 
 

 
 

Dennis Union Church 

713 Main Street (Route 6A at Old Bass River Rd.)    

Dennis, Massachusetts 02638 

508-385-3543 www.duchurch.org 
 

Ministers: All the people 
Pastor:  Rev.  Nancy S. McHugh 

Director of Music:  Margaret Bossi 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Cindy Fiscus 

Finance Secretaries:  Peter Berrien and Elise Gordon 
Office Administrator:  Jane B. Wilson 

Sexton:  Dave Crocker 
Crib Room Attendant:  Victoria Krukowski 

http://www.duchurch.org/

