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DENNIS UNION CHURCH, UCC 
an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 
COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 

Third Sunday in Lent                                                                  March 12, 2023 
In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, charity.   (Early disciples’ motto, attributed to Rupertus Meldenius) 

 
Bells Toll the Hour 
 

Prelude             “The Gift of Love”                    Hopson    
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Moment of Silence 
 

Call to Worship 

Jesus said, “I came so that you may have life, and have it more abundantly.” 
Yet even in the seasons of plenty we are hungry.  We gather today to be fed. 
May God’s presence fill us and refresh us anew.   
Let us worship God with a spirit of gratitude. 
 

*Hymn # 66  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,  
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,  
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,  
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 
 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,  
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;  
thy justice like mountains high soaring above  
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;  
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;  
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,  
and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee. 
 

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light,  
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;  
all praises we render:  O help us to see  
that only the splendor of light hideth thee. 
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Invocation 

Gracious God, we gather here today grateful for all that we have and all that  
we are.  We gather as your people who have been offered an abundance of gifts  
and yet turn away from many of them because we are afraid.  We are afraid  
of what it might mean to embrace the gift of grace, the joy of sacrificial living  
and the responsibility of discipleship.  Help us this hour to open our hearts  
and minds to all the gifts you give and to take the leap of faith that brings new life.  
Amen. 
 

Reception of New Members 
 

Patricia Burke     Joe Lynch and Heidi Wright 
Deb Crockett-Rice    John and Suzanne Paulson 
Laurie and Stephen Higgins  Bruce and Linda Turner 
Margaret and Ted Housman 

 

Introduction and Questions to the Candidates 
 

Litany of Ministry1 (responsive) 

Blessed are those who yearn for deepening more than escape;  
who are not afraid to grow in spirit. 
 

Blessed are those who take seriously the meaning of being in covenant with one another 
and with God and who regularly join in the celebration and learning; who come as much 
to minister as to be ministered unto. 
 

Blessed are those who bring their children; who invite their friends to come along, to join in 
fellowship, service, learning and growth. 
 

Blessed are those who support the church and its work by their regular, sustained, and 
generous giving through time, talent and resources.  
 

Blessed are those who know that the church is often imperfect, yet are willing to 
constructively work and talk through with compassion the concerns that surface in living 
together in community. 
 

Blessed are those who, when asked to serve, do it gladly, who realize that change is 
brought about through human meeting, who do the work of committees, and stay till the 
end. 
 

Blessed are those who speak their minds in meetings, who can take and give constructive 
feedback, who keep alive their sense of humor. 
 

Blessed are those who know that the work of the church is transformation of society; 
who have a vision of God’s love made known in the Beloved Community transcending 
the present, and who do not shrink from hard work, sacrifice or change.   
 

Blessed are they, indeed!  Amen. 
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*Congregational Welcome                     Judy Mereschuk, Board of Deacons 

We welcome you with joy into the common life of this church.  We promise you 
our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors of the church of 
Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in 
God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of that love in the world. 

 

Prayer 
 

Welcome and Right Hand of Fellowship 
 

Scripture Lesson        Matthew 20: 1-16     
 

Homily        “Too Much?”  
 

*Hymn # 352      “Spirit Song” 

O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love.   
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  O let him have the things that  
hold you, and his Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life and make you whole.   
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.  Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
 

O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy.   
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name.  O give him all your tears and 
sadness; give him all your years of pain, and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’name. 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.  Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

Invitation to The Lord’s Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right and good to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Sanctus 
Holy, holy, holy.  My heart, my heart adores you! 
My heart knows how to say to you:   Holy are you, Lord. 

 

Words of Institution and Blessing of Elements 
 

Choral Response      

The gifts of God for the people of God!  Come now, for all is prepared! 
The gifts of God for the people of God!  The Gospel is among us. 
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Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
Please hold each element so we can partake together as a congregation. 

 

Prayer of  Thanksgiving    

Thank you, God, for life in the Spirit of Jesus, for gladness in this bread  
and cup, for love that cannot die, for peace the world cannot give,  
for joy in the company of friends, for the splendors of creation,  
and for the mission of justice you have made our own.   
Give us the fruits of this holy communion – oneness of heart,  
love for neighbors, forgiveness of enemies, the will to serve you every day,  
and life that never ends.  In Christ’s name we pray.  Amen. 
 

Offerings of the People 
 

Offertory        “Agnus Dei (Winter’s Dream)”                  Halley 
   

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
+Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory forever.  Amen.            (+Our Creator/O Holy One) 
 

*Hymn # 518   “This Is a Day of New Beginnings” 

This is a day of new beginnings, time to remember and move on,  
time to believe what love is bringing, laying to rest the pain that’s gone. 
 

For by the life and death of Jesus, God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,  
can make for us a world of difference, as faith and hope are born again. 
 
Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring, step from the past and leave behind  
our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, seeking new paths, and sure to find. 
 

In faith we gather round the table to taste and share what love can do.  
This is a day of new beginnings; our God is making all things new. 
 

*Sending Forth 

Before we leave this time of worship let us greet one another with the peace of Jesus the 
Christ, who seeks peace in broken relationships, who seeks healing in 
alienated persons, who seeks justice in oppressive structures.   
Let us share in this shalom with one another. 
 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. (Please turn and acknowledge those around you). 
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*Benediction 
 

Postlude    “Ashokan Farewell”       Ungar  
                
*Those who can easily do so may stand. .  1Litany of Ministry is from Singing the Living Tradition, UUA, 1993. 
Call to worship adapted from Touch Holiness, Duck and Tirabassi, Editors. 
Music for the service today reproduced with permission: One License #8-730116.  

 

We welcome everyone to worship today.  We are glad you have joined us;  
for we are the church whether we are gathered or scattered.   

Please feel free to contact the church at 508-385-3543 if you have any concerns,  
prayer requests, or desire a pastoral call. 

 

Hearing Assistive devices are available for use.   
Please see one of the deacons if you would like to use one. 

    
 

As always, we welcome our oboist Betsy Doriss with great joy. 
 

Deacon of the Day:  Earl Springer 
Ushers: Peggy McAloon, Judy November, Ann Prall 

Greeters:  Dottie & Renny Damon, Elise & Jeff Gordon, Judy Chesley 
 

Refreshments for Fellowship Hour are provided by the Missions Committee 
We are pleased to welcome our new members to our congregation today and invite everyone 

to greet them at Fellowship Hour following worship.  
 
 

OUR LENTEN WREATH 

Each year during lent we use a wreath and candles to symbolize moving with Jesus toward 
Jerusalem.  With each passing week, we have one less candle lit and a little more darkness.   
With the arrival of Good Friday, the Christ candle is removed and we wait in silence for the 
coming of Easter morning and the dawn of good news, “Christ has risen”.  We invite you to 
take time before worship each Sunday to ponder your Lenten journey to the cross. 

 
 

THE SEASON OF LENT AT DUC 

Adult Study: Understanding Racism 101 
Wednesday mornings, March 15, 22 and 29 from 9 – 10 am 

 

Prayer and Meditation Service for Ukraine Sunday March 26 at 5 pm 
 

Maundy Thursday Service April 6 at 7pm 
 

On Good Friday the sanctuary will be open for silent prayer and meditation. 
 

Easter Sunday April 9 
Sunrise service at 6 am  (sunrise is 6:11) 

Traditional Service at 10 am 
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DUC MEMORIAL FUND SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
 

Dennis Union Church Memorial Scholarships are available for graduating high school 
students who will be continuing their education. 

 

Applications are available in the church office and online at www.duchurch.org .  
The completed application should be sent to the Dennis Union Church Office,  

attention Memorial Committee. 
 

The submission date is March 15, 2023. 
          

 
"Organ Plus" Concert 

presented by the American Guild of Organists 
 

TODAY at 4 pm here at Dennis Union Church 
 

The concert will include music of organ, violin, oboe, piano, voice, choir,  
viola, French horn and flute. 

Come hear a lot of excellent local student talent, adult talent,  
and organists from Cape Cod churches. 

 
Dennis Union Church Open and Affirming Covenant of Welcome 

 

Believing that everyone is a child of God, it is with joy, and in the love of Christ, that we welcome all persons 
into the full life, ministry and mission of Dennis Union Church. We choose not to turn away anyone whom 

Christ would welcome. We affirm the dignity and worth of every person including, but not limited to, people 
of every race, ethnicity, age, gender, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, physical or mental 

ability, family structure or economic circumstance. We celebrate God’s creative love shown in the wide 
diversity of humanity and the unique gifts each of us brings to the world. It is our intention to love one 

another as Christ has loved us. 
 

 

 
Dennis Union Church 

P.O. Box 2020 

713 Main Street (Route 6A at Old Bass River Rd.) 

Dennis, Massachusetts 02638 

Church Office         508-385-3543 

www.duchurch.org 
 

Ministers: All the people 
Pastor:  Rev.  Nancy S. McHugh 

Director of Music :  Margaret Bossi 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Cindy Fiscus 

Finance Secretaries:  Peter Berrien and Elise Gordon 
Office Administrator:  Jane B. Wilson 

Sexton:  Dave Crocker 
Crib Room Attendant:  Vicki Krukowski 

http://www.duchurch.org/
http://www.duchurch.org/

