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DENNIS UNION CHURCH, UCC 

an open and affirming congregation of the United Church of Christ  

 

 

First Sunday in Lent                                     February 26, 2023 
In essentials, unity. In nonessentials, liberty. In all things, charity. (Early disciples’ motto, attributed to Rupertus Meldenius) 

 

Bells Toll the Hour 
 

Prelude   “Wonderful Words of Life”    Bliss, arr. Lani Smith  
  

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Silence 
 

Call to Worship  

God of mountain-top experiences and awesome moments, 
Grant us eyes to see and ears to hear your revelation in our midst today. 
Help us to face your mystery and to hear the cries of your people. 
Even though we tremble at what you require of us. 
Make us eager for your presence and open to your call. 
Let us worship God. 

 

*Hymn #62   “Creator God, Creating Still” 

Creator God, creating still, by will and word and deed,  
create a new humanity to meet the present need. 
 

Redeemer God, redeeming still, with overflowing grace,  
pour out your love on us, through us, make this a holy place. 
 

Sustainer God, sustaining still, with strength for every day,  
empower us now to do your will.  Correct us when we stray. 
 

Great Trinity, for this new day we need your presence still.  
Create, redeem, sustain us now to do your work and will. 
 

*Invocation 

Sustaining and revealing God, in your presence there is life.  Living water springs 
up and deserts blossom where you pass. Seeking the life that comes from you we 
have gathered here.  Our hearts are ready.  Delight us with your presence and 
prepare us for your service in the world, through the grace of Christ. Amen. 

 

Word for the Young 
 

Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 25:6-9 
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Gospel Lesson      Matthew 17: 1-8  
 

Homily    “Glimpses of Glory”          
 

*Hymn #612    “O Jesus, I Have Promised” 
O Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end;  
be thou forever near me, my master and my friend;  
I shall not fear the battle if thou art by my side,  
nor wander from the pathway if thou wilt be my guide. 
 

O let me feel thee near me! The world is ever near;  
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear, 
my foes are ever near me, around me and within,  
but, Jesus, draw thou nearer, and shield my soul from sin. 
 

O let me hear thee speaking, in accents clear and still,  
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will;  
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control;  
O speak, and make me listen, thou guardian of my soul. 
 

O Jesus, thou hast promised to all who follow thee  
that where thou art in glory there shall thy servant be,  
and, Jesus, I have promised to serve thee to the end;  
O give me grace to follow, my master and my friend.    

 

Call for the Offering 
 

Offertory   “It is Well With My Soul”             Bliss, arr. J.M. Stevens  
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
+Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen.                  (+Our Creator/O Holy One) 

 

*Hymn # 337  “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”    Verses 1 - 4 

Jesus calls us o’er the tumult of our life’s wild restless sea,  
day by day his sweet voice soundeth, saying, “Christian, follow me”;  
 

Long ago apostles heard it by the Galilean lake,  
turned from home, and toil, and kindred, leaving all for his dear sake. 
 

Jesus calls us from the worship of the vain world’s golden store,  
from each idol that would keep us, saying, “Christian, love me more.” 
 

In our joys and in our sorrows, days of toil and hours of ease,  
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, “Christian, love me more than these.” 
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*Sending Forth 

The Spirit of God is upon us. 
God has anointed us to bear good news to the afflicted  
and to bind up the broken hearted 
To proclaim freedom to the captives. 
To open the prisons of those who are bound. 
 

Before we leave this time of worship let us greet one another with the peace of Jesus the 
Christ, who seeks peace in broken relationships, who seeks healing in 
alienated persons, who seeks justice in oppressive structures.   
Let us share in this shalom with one another. 
 

May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you. (Please turn and acknowledge those around you). 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude    “More About Jesus”        Sweeney, arr. Lani Smith  
                

*Those who can easily do so may stand.     
Music for the service today reproduced with permission: One License #8-730116.   
 

We welcome Rev. Josh Crowell as our guest preacher today.  Rev. Crowell, an 11th generation 
Cape Codder, attended Dennis Union throughout his life while pastoring churches in Wisconsin 
and Essex, Connecticut. He is Chaplain of the Dennis Fire Department, a member of the Dennis 

Historical Society and a trustee of the Caleb Chase Fund. 
 

We also welcome Susan Barrett on the piano this morning. 
 

We are glad you have joined us today for worship, for we are the church whether we are 
gathered or scattered. Please feel free to contact the church at 508-385-3543 if you have any 

concerns, prayer requests, or desire a pastoral call. 
 

 
Hearing Assistive devices are available for use.   

Please see one of the deacons if you would like to use one. 
    

 

Deacon of the Day:  Patti Goyette 

Ushers:  Earl Springer & Lois André, Barbara Lussier 

Greeters:  Jeff Mereschuk, Paul Gray, Betty Boothe, Karen Mutti, Judy Berrien, Linda Hildebrant  
 

Flowers are given today by Ellen Sheetz and Bev Miller 
“In memory of Ellen’s mother Nina Sheetz” 

 

Refreshments for Fellowship Hour are provided by the Activities Committee 
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RACIAL JUSTICE 101 

 
Our Lenten study this year will offer the opportunity to engage in conversation about how racism 
shows up in our communities and our lives.  Our hope is to raise awareness and foster personal 

growth as we consider ways to address racial justice. We will do this prayful work through 
readings, video clips and small group discussions. 

 
You are encouraged to come with open hearts and minds for  

four Wednesdays (March 8, 15, 22 and 29) from 9 to 10:00 am.   
Sign up by calling the church office or by speaking with Rev. McHugh. 

           
 

The new photo directories are in – please stop by the church office to get a copy. 

A donation of $5 is requested to offset printing costs. 
 

      

 
 

“Renewing Our Song” Workshop  

Saturday, March 4 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

 
The DUC Music Committee and Racial Justice Group in collaboration with the Board of 
Christian Education is hosting Dr. Braxton D. Shelley from Yale Divinity School on Saturday, 
March 4 from 1 to 4 pm for a workshop, offering lectures and discussions on what it means 
to sing spirituals and gospel music today.  Please call the church office to reserve a space. 

 
The Saturday workshop will be followed by a Lenten supper at 5pm for DUC congregation 

and friends.  Please come even if you aren’t able to join in the afternoon workshop! 
Rev. Dr. Shelley will also be our guest preacher on Sunday, March 5. 

        
 
 

 
 

Dennis Union Church 

713 Main Street (Route 6A at Old Bass River Rd.)    

Dennis, Massachusetts 02638 

508-385-3543 www.duchurch.org 
 

Ministers: All the people 
Pastor:  Rev.  Nancy S. McHugh 

Director of Music:  Margaret Bossi 
Director of Children and Family Ministries:  Cindy Fiscus 

Finance Secretaries:  Peter Berrien and Elise Gordon 
Office Administrator:  Jane B. Wilson 

Sexton:  Dave Crocker 
Crib Room Attendant:  Victoria Krukowski 

http://www.duchurch.org/

