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Ararca is the smallest and the first of three small towns you encounter as you 

cross the bridge into the island of Barú from the city of Cartagena, Colombia. 

 

1300 ararqueros live here, many of them in precarious conditions. 

Due to centuries of isolation, there is a lack of interest in reading and not much vision 

for education as an opportunity for progress. Government services are scarce. 

Therefore, literacy and cultural levels are dismal. And the employment and income 

expectations are sadly equally low. 

Nevertheless, in the last few years, there have been some investments on the part of 

the state, and of some local businesses, and some of the new generation are making 

an effort to get training and be able to access the benefits of the modern society. 

We have supported the development of these youths since 2010 with educational 

programs, school materials, workshops, and more. 
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Seven years ago, we got permission from the school principal to establish and run a 

school library and playroom with educational toys and activities. 
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Since 2013, the 

children have been 

able to enjoy 

stimulating activities at 

the library thatτhard 

as it is to believeτthey 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ:  

At the library the 

children draw and 

paint, use playdough, 

work with legos and 

various mechanical 

toys, do puzzles, use 

memory games and 

educational lottos, and 

have access to many 

other educational toys 

and experiences. They 

also have reading and 

comprehension 

practice, put on plays, 

receive school 

reinforcement, and 

participate in a variety 

of workshops. 
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We have been able to create a cheerful, welcoming, clean, and organized stimulating 

space where Dionisia, our librarian-educator, lovingly receives and supports the 

students. She shows them videos, directs a variety of activities and educational 

games, and they enjoy themselves as they learn about the world, about their country, 

their town and themselves.  
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Dionisia is the soul of 

the library, and thanks 

to the books and videos 

she has shown them, 

scores of children have 

gotten to know other 

worlds outside of Ararca 

and the limited 

experiences their 

families have been able 

to provide for them. 

 

 

Through the 

workshops, they 

have discovered 

abilities and 

capacities they 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ 

had. Several 

άƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜέ 

students have 

recovered their 

self-esteem after 

finally learning to 

read through 

personal tutoring. 
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In 2020, the school and library had to close their doors due to the coronavirus, but 

Dionisia took library materials home, and she has kept up her work, supporting her 

young neighbors in her nearby hometown of Pasacaballos. 

  


